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have seen her these three days, but her letters
to Lady Hamilton paint the anguish of her soul."
This was to Lord Spencer, who must have
shaken his head as he saw the capture of Malta
and the blockade of Bonaparte's troops in Egypt
made strategically subservient to the " anguish "
of the Queen of Naples' soul. The result was
that Nelson sent Ball to conduct the first enter-
prise, and the Cabinet sent Captain Sir William
Sidney Smith to conduct the second. The situa-
tion, nevertheless, in some measure Justified
Nelson's melodramatic outburst, for with the
Neapolitan army defeated and the French
advancing, ic the capital was in a ferment, and
the Republican party, though few in number,
was showing great activity, and were waiting for
a favourable opportunity to rise.5' On the night
of 2ist December, 1798, Xelson embarked the
royal family and their treasure in the Vanguard, to-
gether with the Hatnillons, and sailed for Palermo.
This had to be done secretly, by means of a
secret passage from the palace, since the lazzaroni
who were fanatically loyal, would have used the
utmost violence to prevent Ferdinand deserting.
The whole plan was arranged by Emma for fear
that the appearance of Hamilton or Xelson ai
Court would excite suspicion. At sea she also
attended the Queen and nursed her children (one
of whom died) during a heavy gale in which none
of the royal suite would do a hand's turn.
Nelson's chagrin at the failure of his impetuous
and premature policy in Italy soon showed itself
in a series of violent letters to Spencer and St.
Vincent, protesting against the slights inflicted
upon him by the appointment of Sir Sidney